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1 A recent report from the U.K. suggested that the country eliminate speed bumps from its roads to
ease vehicle passage and limit carbon emissions. This has since given rise to heated debate. In the U.S.,
homeowners often push for more speed bumps in their neighborhoods to slow drivers, making local
routes for deliveries more [31](1. cumbersome 2. scenic 3. overbearing) each year. But — from the point

of view of an economist — are these bumps actually a good idea?

%)

On one hand, the bumps slow down traffic, and that probably saves some lives. Yet the calculus
is not so simple, in part because speed bumps bring unintended secondhand consequences. Many cars
or trucks [32](1. swipe 2.swap 3. swerve) around them, which is arguably more dangerous than having
no obstacle in the first place, or drivers may rev up their engines to accelerate once the bump is past.
The constant “bump bump” noises or screeching brakes have led many nearby homeowners to request
that the bumps be removed. The bumps may drive too much traffic to alternate routes, and they slow

down the response of emergency vehicles.

3 Traffic obstacles [33](1. also 2. still 3. instead) raise the cost of deliveries sent to our homes,
such as by UPS or FedEx truck. The result may be more individual trips to retail stores, which may
boost the number of accidents and deaths. Don’t assume that apparent safety precautions always means

more safety, as economic inefficiencies bring their own dangers, even if they are less visible.

4 One way to systematically evaluate speed bumps would be to look at home values in streets with
and without the bumps, as you might [34](1. contemplate 2. think 3. ponder) that safer homes would
sell for more. But one study — with imperfect controls — found no difference in real estate values, so that

doesn’t settle the question.

5 Another economic approach would consider whether the private sector, when trying to
accommodate customer demand, finds that speed bumps help or hurt business. That’s a kind of market
test of the concept, and indeed I often see speed bumps in shopping mall parking lots, to slow down
traffic and ease the risk of accidents, including to pedestrians. The mall and parking lot owners have
decided that the benefits of greater safety will attract more customers than the inconveniences of driving
more slowly, and other possible costs, will put customers [35](1. off 2. on 3. up). That is a seat-of-the-

pants cost-benefit test, and it suggests some role for the bumps in the broader world.
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That said, my personal impression is that these private-sector speed bumps are smoother and
gentler than the ones I often find in neighborhoods. When it comes to local roads, the residents are
actively trying to keep outside drivers away, [36](1. whereas 2. hence 3. thereby) the shopping mall
and parking lot owners seek the best overall environment for commercial reasons. As a tentative
conclusion, I think some speed bumps are a good idea, but many are too [37](1. obsessive 2. obstructive
3. obsolete) and perhaps they are too numerous as well; this view is supported by some recent research.
Another angle of the speed bumps debate is how much it revolves around issues of symbolic value, and

that in part explains why the discussion can become so heated.

By its very design, a speed bump is a deliberate obstacle with maximum transparency as such. It
is sending a message that the social goals of safety or neighborhood quiet are sufficiently important that
it is worth slowing people’s progress when they travel. There are many regulations that try to make our
lives safer, but most of them are hidden, with nontransparent costs, such as auto-safety regulations as
applied through crash tests. A speed bump, [38](1. similarly 2. by extension 3. in contrast), can work
only if people notice it each time. So to the extent a society accepts speed bumps, it is visibly advertising
the notion that limits to fast transportation — a symbol of progress — are acceptable in the name of safety

and cozy locality.

You might be wondering why, in such a high-tech era, we need speed bumps at all. Why not use
cameras or sensors to detect and [39](1. defer 2. deter 3 deny) speeders and other irresponsible drivers?
There are at least two reasons: greater expense and privacy. Many people in a neighborhood don’t want
there to be an electronic [40](1. record 2. album 3. memento) of their comings and goings, and thus

they are willing to embrace what is essentially Stone Age technology.

In sum, one side of the speed bumps debate feels it is up against enemies of smooth transport and

progress, while the other is seeking to protect privacy and comfortable communities.

Since both progress and privacy are in such scarce supply these days, is it any wonder that

everyone goes away unhappy?

—DBased on Cowen, T. (2017). “Caution: Debate over speed bumps ahead,” Bloomberg.

[41] What is true according to the article?

1. The author suggests that speed bumps should be removed from America.

2. British citizens often push for more residential speed bumps.

3. Dangerous delays for ambulances and firetrucks may be caused by speed bumps.

4. Installing speed bumps may cause privacy and environmental issues.
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[42] In the 5% paragraph, what is specifically meant by “a market test of the concept™?

1. It may be possible to measure the economic impact of speed bumps by researching the market value
of houses in areas containing them, versus areas that don’t.

2. Speed bumps would be removed ffom business areas if they hurt profits too much, so by the very
fact that they remain, they can be seen to have value.

3. After extensive surveying, it is evident that most Americans want speed bumps more than their
British counterparts.

4. It is a large-scale project that explores the use and non-use of speed bumps in supermarket parking

lots throughout the UK and America.

[43] In the 5™ and 6" paragraphs, what is a key difference between residential and private-sector speed
bumps?

1. Residential speed bumps are smoother to protect the cars of the nearby homeowners.

2. Commercial area speed bumps are meant to be welcoming and residential unwelcoming.

3. Delivery companies such as UPS and FedEx prefer residential speed bumps.

4. Commercial speed bumps tend to be much higher and much noisier.

[44] Which of the following is implied as an issue associated with speed bumps?

1. Less efficient security cameras are being replaced by speed bumps.

2. Speed bumps must be noticed and abided by in order to be effective.

3. Speed bumps could lead to more competition among delivery companies like FedEx.

4. The safety of speed bumps is not worth the inconvenience to mall owners.

[45] In the 10" paragraph, why does the author conclude “is it any wonder that everyone goes away
unhappy?”

1. Reconciling differences on issues of safety, economics, and privacy is difficult.

2. Speed bumps are such a hassle around homes and businesses that people are left dissatisfied.

3. America and the UK cannot agree on speed bump policy, so all concerned parties are left discontent.

4. Businesses and individuals are “bumping heads™ due to drastically opposing opinions.
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Would you advise someone to wave towels in a burning house? To bring a flyswatter to a
gunfight? Yet the counsel we hear on climate change could scarcely be more out of sync with the nature
of the crisis. The email in my inbox last week offered thirty suggestions to green my office space: use
reusable pens, redecorate with light colors, stop using the elevator. Back at home, done climbing stairs,
I could get on with other [46](1. opinions 2. options 3. opposition): change my lightbulbs, buy local
veggies, purchase eco-appliances, put a solar panel on my roof. And a study released on Thursday
claimed it had figured out the single best way to fight climate change: I could [47](1. swear off

2. advise against 3. allow for) ever having a child.

These pervasive exhortations to individual action — in corporate ads, school textbooks, and the
campaigns of mainstream environmental groups, especially in the west — seem as natural as the air we

breathe. But we could hardly be worse-served.

While we busy ourselves greening our personal lives, fossil fuel corporations are rendering these
efforts [48](1. impertinent 2. irrelevant 3. inaccessible). The breakdown of carbon emissions since
19887 A hundred companies alone are responsible for an astonishing 71%. You tinker with those pens
or that panel; they go on torching the planet. The freedom of these corporations to pollute — and the
fixation on a feeble lifestyle response — is no [49](1. accident 2. incident 3. intent). It is the result of an
ideological war, waged over the last 40 years, against the possibility of collective action. Devastatingly

successful, it 1s not too late to reverse it.

The political project of neoliberalism has pursued two principal objectives. The first has been to
[50](1. distrust 2. disenfranchise 3. dismantle) any barriers to the exercise of unaccountable private

power. The second has been to erect them to the exercise of any democratic public will.

Its trademark policies are that [S1](1. to 2. for 3. of) privatization, deregulation, tax cuts, and
free trade deals. These have liberated corporations to accumulate enormous profits and treat the
atmosphere like a sewage dump, and hamstrung our ability as individuals to plan for our collective

welfare.

Anything resembling a collective [52](1. check 2. break 3. run) on corporate power has become

a target of the elite. At the very moment when climate change demands an unprecedented collective
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public response, neoliberal ideology stands in the way. Which is why, if we want to bring down
emissions fast, we will need to overcome all of its free-market mantras: take railways and utilities and
energy grids back into public control; regulate corporations to phase out fossil fuels; and raise taxes to
pay for massive investment in climate-ready infrastructure and renewable energy — [53](1. so 2. but

3. with) that solar panels can go on everyone’s rooftop, not just on those who can afford it.

7 Studies show that people who have grown up under this era have indeed become more
individualistic and consumerist. Steeped in a culture telling us to think of ourselves as consumers instead
of citizens, as self-reliant instead of interdependent, is it any wonder we deal with a systemic issue by

turning in droves to ineffectual, individual efforts?

8 Of course we need people to consume less and innovate low-carbon alternatives — build
sustainable farms, invent new batteries, spread zero-waste methods. But individual choices will most
count when the economic system can provide viable, environmental options for everyone — not just an

affluent or intrepid few.

9 If affordable mass transit isn’t available, people will commute with cars. If local organic food is
too expensive, they won’t opt out of fossil fuel-intensive super-market chains. If cheap mass produced
goods flow endlessly, they will buy and buy and buy. This is the deception of neoliberalism: to persuade

us to address climate change through our pocket-books, rather than through power and politics.

10 Eco-consumerism may [54](1. expire 2. expiate 3. exterminate) your guilt. But it’s only mass
movements that have the power to alter the trajectory of the climate crisis. This requires of us first a

resolute mental break from the spell cast by neoliberalism: to stop thinking like individuals.

11 The good news is that the impulse of humans to come together is inextinguishable — and the
collective imagination is already making a political come-back. The climate justice movement is
blocking pipelines, forcing the divestment of trillions of dollars, and winning support for 100% clean
energy economies in cities and states across the world. New ties are being made to Black Lives Matter,
immigrant and indigenous rights, and fights for better wages. On the [55](1. heels 2. haunches 3. hairs)

of such movements, political parties seem finally ready to defy neoliberal dogma.

12 So grow some carrots and jump on a bike: it will make you happier and healthier. But it is time

to stop obsessing with how personally green we live — and start collectively taking on corporate power.

—Based on Lukacs, M. (2017). The Guardian.



[56] In the 1% paragraph, why does the author mention a gunfight?

1. The battle against neoliberalism is so heated that it has inspired violent metaphors.

2. It is an assertion that climate change is now at a fight-to-the-death stage.

3. To emphasize the inadequacy of current policies and strategies to fight climate change.

4. As an analogy between the speed and danger of misleading e-mails and bullets.

[57] In the 5™ paragraph, what does the article claim is being “hamstrung”?

1. Promotion of effective individual action for the cause of saving the environment.

2. Regulation prohibiting corporations from having the resources to fight climate change.
3. Devastation of the environment by people who do not take personal responsibility.

4. Incapacitation of group action by diverting all focus to relatively minor individual action.

[58] In the 6™ paragraph, what best exemplifies a “free-market mantra”?

1. Claims that free markets are harmful and should be replaced with publicly owned utilities.
2. The belief by the markets that environmental protection will make them free.

3. The assertion that free-market policies will improve services like transportation.

4. The idea that free power sources, such as solar, wind, and water, will save the planet.

[59] Which of the following is NOT true according to the article?
1. Less than a dozen companies release most of the greenhouse gases released into the air.
2. Neoliberalism makes people feel like they are doing something more important than they are.

3. Putting utilities such as power companies and trains in private hands is problematic.

4. Black Lives Matter is a hopeful example of the resurgence of collective action to fight problems.

[60] Which of the following would be the best title for this article?
1. Individual Responsibility is Key to Environmental Change

2. The Con Job of Neoliberalism

3. Neoliberalism Breaks Down Walls to Collective Action

4. The 30 Ways to Green Your Life and Save the Planet
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